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E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: ICATU CALLS POR ECONOMIC WARP ARE 

REF: A. BEIRUT 12616; B. TRIPOLI 1400 

1. BEIRUT MEDIA HAVE GIVEN SCANTY COVERAGE THUS PAR TO RESOLUTIONS 
OP ICATU EXTRAORDINARY MEETING. EVEN CONFEDERATION OP LEBANESE 
LABOR (CLL) LEADERS LACK DETAILS OP TRIPOLI CONCLAVE, PENDING 
RETURN OF CLL DELEGATION WHICH HAS STOPPED OVER AT CAIRO TO ATTEND 
ICATU CENTRAL COUNCIL MEETING THERE NOV 6. SESSION OSTENSIBLY 
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WILL DECIDE ON IMPLEMENTATION OP ECONOMIC WARPARE PROPOSALS. 
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2. UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, CLL AND GOL SOURCES CONTINUE 
EXPRESS RET IFF THAT THEY CAN AVOID BOYCOTT ACTION. LEBANESE SUS- 
PECT ICATU EXERCISE TO BE INSPIRED BY SYRIANS AND OTHER ARAB 
EXTREMISTS (WITH SOME QUIET HELP FROM USSR) 'PROGRESSIVE'' 

SYRIANS APPEAR DESIROUS OF lERKING CARPET OE ECONOMIC WELL-BEING 
OUT FROM UNDER "REACTIONARY, CAPITALIST" LEBANESE. SYRIAN EFFORTS 
PARTICULARLY RESENTED SINCE THEY COME SO SOON AFTER PRESSURE ON 
LEBANESE ECONOMY ENSUING FROM BORDER-CLOSING LAST SUMMER. 

3. HENCE, CLL LEADERSHIP AND GOL WORKING IN TANDEM TO UNUSUAL 
LENGTHS. NOTABLY, AFTER CLL LEADERS CAREFULLY SELECTED EOUR-MAN 
DELEGATION TO TRIPOLI ON BASIS MAXIMAL LOYALTY AND RELIABILITY, 
LABOR MINISTRY OFFICIALS BRIEFED THEM, PROVIDING WRITTEN INSTRUC- 
TIONS ON TACTICS THAT MINISTRY HAD CLEARED WITH BOTH FOREIGN 
MINISTRY AND BOUTROS DIB OF PRESIDENCY. 

4. INSTRUCTIONS (COPY PASSED TO EMBASSY ON CLOSE HOLD BASIS) 

PROVIDE GAMUT OF ARGUMENTS TO DELAY BOYCOTT, RANGING FROM PRO- 
CEDURAL (INSISTENCE UPON UNANIMITY) TO ECONOMIC (PUT WORKERS OUT 
OF JOB, ADVERSE EFFECTS ON LEBANESE ECONOMY, PROPOSED EXEMPTION OF 
BEIRUT SO IT CAN CONTINUE TO SUPPLY ARAB HINTERLAND WITH US 
SUPPLIES NOT OTHERWISE OBTAINABLE) TO POLITICAL (ARAB GOVTS SHOULD 
BE CONSULTED BEFORE ANY ACTION TAKEN). AS FALL BACK POSITIONS IN 
FACE OF STRONG PRESSURES TO INSTITUTE BOYCOTT MEASURES, PAPER 
RECOMMENDED (1) ARGUING FOR REFERRAL OF MATTER BACK TO 
NATIONAL FEDERATIONS IN VIEW OF ITS IMPORTANCE AND (2) LIMITING 
BOYCOTT TO SHIPPING IN FIRST INSTANCE. 

5. COMMENT: WE INCLINED BELIEVE GOL AND CLL WILL BE ABLE 

FIND WAY AVOID ANY MEANINGFUL BOYCOTT ACTION, PROVIDED CEASE- 
FIRE HOLDS AND ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT APPEARS BE MOVING TOWARD 
PEACE TALKS RATHER THAN ANOTHER ROUND OF WAR. IN EVENT LATTER 
SITUATION PREVAILS, WE BELIEVE THAT EVEN LEBANON WOULD BE 
FORCED PARTICIPATE TO SOME DEGREE IN WHAT WOULD PROBABLY BE 
LARGE-SCALE ARAB BOYCOTT EFFORT. 

BUFFUM 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: WAR, UNION GOVERNMENT RELATIONS, BOYCOTTS, LABOR UNIONS, LABOR POLICY LINE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 06 NOV 1973 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973BE1RUT12829 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: BEIRUT 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19731 153/aaaabmzg.tel 

Line Count: 98 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: A. BEIRUT 12616; B. TRIPOLI 1400 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 DEC 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 1 -Dec-2001 by kelleyw0>; APPROVED <03-Jan-2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ICATU CALLS FOR ECONOMIC WARFARE 
TAGS: PINT, ELAB, ETRN, ETRD, LE, XF, ICATU 
To: STATE CAIRO 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




